Few physicians who have had any practical experience of the use of mercurial purgatives in cases of so-called " biliousness" ?will deny that their immediate effect is decidedly beneficial, although many may be deterred from employing tliem by the belief that, once begun, they must be continued, and will ultimately prove highly injurious to the patient. The relief occasioned by a blue pill and a saline purgative is a matter of every-day observation ; but the modus operandi of the mercury is a question ou which much difference of opinion prevails, and any attempt to answer it must depend, to a considerable extent, on the view taken of the pathology of "biliousness." Do tho dull, heavy, and languid feelings, the disinclination to exertion, mental or bodily, the irritable or peevish temper, the failing appetite, the muddy complexion, and dingy conjunctiva, which most persons know, alas ! too well, owe their origin to catarrhal changes in the gastric and intestinal mucous membranes alone ? oris popular pathology partly right in ascribing them to "bile in the blood" or a "siuggish liver?" For our part we arc inclined to hold the latter opinion, and to believe that nob without reason are the disappearance from the eyes of the yellowish tinge, which seems as if it only required to be somewhat deepened to become jaundice, and tlie coincident appearance of bile in tho stools after a mercurial purgative, pointed to as proofs We have now seen how an excess of bile may bo present in the blood without the liver being cither "sluggish" or torpid; and it seems to us that the difference of opinion which has hitherto prevailed regarding tho action of mercurials is in great measure due to attention having been directed to tho amount of bile poured out from the liver, instead of to what is of much more importance in reference to " biliousness," viz., the quantity which remains in the blood after a dose of bluo pill or calomel.?The British Medical Journal.
